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It is therefore of some use to bear in mind, in the
discussion of poetry, and particularly of the type of lyrical
poetry with which we are now concerned, the distinction
between what we may call 'material* emotion and emotion
which is the specific accompaniment of the desire for, and
achievement of, vivified and adequate self-perception. When
the poet sings his joys, sorrows, loves, despairs, these emotions
may be said to be material; and, when imaginatively encom-
passed and related, they form the imaginative idea which the
poem is concerned to express. For it is not, strictly, these
emotions in themselves, but the poet's creative prehension
of them, which makes the poem. It is, of course, the case that
in the reading of the poem we must ourselves feel these emotions
as did the poet himself. But our reading is truly poetic only
if there occurs within ourselves also something of the poet's
release from these emotions in the very act of experiencing
them. We miss the purpose, for example, of Shelley's poem if
we read it only as an expression of despair; for what is central
to the poem is a certain terrifying impassivity, a freezing out
or pressing out (taking 'expression' literally) of his dejection
from the centre of his being; and the last lines bring to a
high degree the excitement accompanying such an act of
self-imagination. It is therefore of the utmost importance
to distinguish poetic excitement or emotion from the 'material'
emotions. It is usual to describe this truly poetic excitement
as 'wonder'. But the word, although it is the best we have,
has unfortunate associations. It is perhaps better to speak
of imaginative excitement, the emotional response which in
itself leads to no action other than renewed desire for more
adequate perception. Hence, as we have said, it is misleading,
even in regard to intensely personal poetry, to speak of poetry
as using language 'emotively'. Poetry is never concerned
primarily to awake 'emotion' and 'attitude'; its concern is
to convey imaginative idea of, among other things, emotions,